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Summary/Purpose

The purpose of this Report is to provide the Committee with the Australian Model Code of Practice for
Livestock Saleyards and Lairages, developed by the Australian Livestock Markets Association (ALMA) in May
2015, and to seek its adoption for the Dalby Regional Saleyards.
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Officer's Recommendation

That this Report be received and that:

1. the Saleyards Advisory Committee recommend that the Australian Model Code of Practice for
Livestock Saleyards and Lairages be adopted and implemented at the Dalby Regional Saleyards.

Justification

Nil

Link to Corporate Plan

Strategic Theme 1: Effective and Inclusive Governance
Western Downs Regional Council can be relied on to govern its communities and manage its business with
strategic vision, equity, transparency, collaboration and financial responsibility.

Strateqgic Theme 5: Innovation and Economic Success
Through strategic investment, facilitation and advocacy Western Downs Regional Council will continue to build
capacity for the sustainable growth of our prosperous region.




Report

The Australian Model Code of Practice for Livestock Saleyards and Lairages (Model Code of Practice) was
developed by the Australian Livestock Markets Association (ALMA) and launched at their annual conference
in September 2015.

The Model Code of Practice is a guide to aid saleyard and lairage owners and operators in achieving the
required standards for worker health and safety and animal welfare for the handling of cattle (including
unaccompanied calves), as well as sheep and goats in any lairage within Australia.

It provides a number of required outcomes under the categories of structural, operational, Biosecurity and

Emergency Animal Disease. If adopted, its contents can also be used as an assessment tool for the Dalby
Regional Saleyards.

Budget & Financial Aspects
Nil
Conclusion

It is recommended that the Australian Model Code of Practice for Livestock Saleyards and Lairages be
adopted for implementation at the Dalby Regional Saleyards.

Attachments

1. Australian Model Code of Practice for Livestock Saleyards and Lairages
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SCOPE

The Australian Saleyard Model Code of Practice (ASMCP) is a guide to aid saleyard
and lairage owners and operators in achieving the required standards for worker
health and safety and animal welfare for the handling of Cattle (including
unaccompanied calves), as well as Sheep and Goats in any lairage within Australia.

For the purposes of this model Code of Practice, a lairage is a facility where livestock
are aggregated for further activity, such as further movement, accumulation or similar.
In the context of this document, the lairage component of this Model Code of Practice
is not an abattoir lairage.

All persons directly involved with such livestock handling, should be conversant with
this Australian Saleyard Model Code of Practice. In addition it is recommended that
all saleyards should seek to be Quality Assured as part of National Saleyards Quality
Assurance (NSQA)

The Australian Saleyard Model Code of Practice (ASMCP) is intended to draw
attention to the practices required by the key regulatory instruments and regulations
that apply to saleyards within Australian jurisdiction. Additionally, there may be other
programs that assist in adhering to recognised industry best practice. Where these
exist, it is recommended that these instruments be used. For example, obligations
regarding work health and safety of workers and safety of visitors to a saleyard may
be covered under the Work Health & Safety manual instigated within saleyards by
operators to meet legal obligations under the Work Health and Safety Act 2011.

Operators must understand and adhere to their legal responsibilities, and be familiar
with the relevant jurisdictional hierarchies that exist in relation to compliance with
these regulations, or practices.

Should any saleyard either directly or indirectly, encounter difficulties with
implementation of the provisions of this Model Code of Practice, such matters should
be clarified and/or ratified, as appropriate, by reference to the individual State or
Territory regulators.
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Operators of saleyards and lairages have a duty of care to both the human resources
that operate, work in, or visit sites, as well as the animals which are transacted
through these facilities. Operators also have a duty of care towards other entities, such
as neighbors and the environment that surrounds such facilities.

For those entities concerned with the management of species other than Cattle, Sheep
and Goats, it should be noted that ALMA may in the future develop guidelines for
other species as legislation and practices develop.

In the meantime reference should be made to relevant Federal and State legislation
and guidelines for these species.

How to use this code of practice

In providing guidance, the word ‘should’ is used in this Code to indicate a
recommended course of action, while ‘may’ is used to indicate an optional course of
action.

This Code also includes various references to provisions of the WHS Act and
Regulations (2011) which set out legal requirements. These references are not
exhaustive. The words ‘must’, ‘requires’ or ‘mandatory’ indicate that a legal
requirement exists and must be complied with.

DISCLAIMER

This Code is distributed as a guide and does not have the standing of legislation or
regulation. Owners and operators have a continuing duty to be aware of current
legislation and regulation that applies in their State or Territory and Local
Government Area. This Code is in general terms and may not be applicable in every
location or on every occasion. All liabilities are expressly disclaimed for any loss or
damage that may arise from any owner, operator or person acting on any statement or
information in this Code.

Name: Australian Livestock Markets Association
Mailing address: PO Box 833
Mudgee NSW 2850

Phone: (02) 6373 1435
Email: executive@saleyards.info
Website: www.saleyards.info
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